
THE WALLACE HIGH SCHOOL

SCHOOL COUNSELLOR

General Information

The Wallace High School is a co-educational, voluntary grammar school founded in 1880.  The annual intake of pupils into Year 8 is 170 and there are some 300 pupils in the Sixth Form.  The school draws its pupils from Lisburn and the surrounding area.  In 1976 it moved from its original site to a new building in Clonevin Park which also houses a Preparatory Department of approximately 110 pupils.

The school wishes to appoint a School Counsellor to deliver a safe and confidential counselling service to the pupils of The Wallace High School.

Reports to:       Vice-Principal and the Designated Teacher for Child 
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         Protection.

Hours:
  Ideally 6.5 hours commitment per week

 

  during term time.

Rate of Pay:      £30 per hour. To be reviewed annually.

                           This post is subject to a six month probationary period.
Main Responsibilities
General Duties

Promote quality assurance in the core values of The Wallace High School in all areas of work. 

Work within the parameters of the policies and procedures of The Wallace High School.

Demonstrate commitment to continuous personal and professional

development. 

To comply with the relevant legislative frameworks.

Main Duties

Provide therapeutic counselling services to pupils aged 11- 19 years.  

Ensure BACP Ethical Framework for Good Practice in Counselling and Psychotherapy is adhered to or equivalent ethical framework. 

To provide counseling services under the supervision and guidance of the Vice-Principal and the Designated Teacher for Child Protection and your clinical supervisor.


Liaise with the Vice-Principal regularly and provide a summary of issues raised to inform school support programme.

To complete and maintain appropriate confidential records and ensure confidentiality is maintained in all aspects of work.

To undertake such other duties identified by the Vice-Principal and the Designated Teacher for Child Protection.

Qualifications and Experience
Essential Criteria

· Professional qualification in counselling or psychotherapy (minimum Diploma standard (encompassing 300 hrs theory, and having completed a placement with regular clinical supervision during training ).

· Professional Registration as a practitioner with BACP, IACP, UKCP or equivalent to be accredited with a relevant and recognised body (or able to provide evidence that accreditation will be completed within 6 months) and working towards an ethical framework or code of ethics.

· Experience of having worked with young people in a school setting.

· Ability to maintain strict confidentiality and appropriate boundaries in all matters related to their work.

· Flexible attitude towards working hours to meet clients’ needs and as demanded by the requirements of the job

Desirable Criteria

· Experience of counselling in the voluntary, community or statutory

                     sector.

· Understanding of/interest in crisis/trauma counselling

· Up to date Child Protection training.

· Understanding of adolescent development

The Board of Governors reserves the right to enhance the above criteria at shortlisting.

Applications

It is preferred that application forms are emailed to the Principal’s Personal Assistant, Mrs Karen Hewitt at khewitt@wallacehigh.net  An acknowledgement will be sent by return of email.  Applicants should ensure that they indicate clearly on their application form how they meet the criteria.

The closing date for receipt of application forms is Monday 5 December at 12 midday.  

In order to comply with DE guidelines on Child Protection shortlisted applicants should bring an original birth certificate and/or marriage certificate (if appropriate) plus photographic ID to their interview.

NB:  It is an offence for an individual who is on either of the Department’s Lists (UP List and/or List 99), or who is the subject of a disqualification order from the courts, to apply for, or offer to do any work, paid or unpaid, in a regulated position.


