
DRAW A FAIRY TALE
Let's do some finger printing and create your

favourite fairy tale characters

1.0 hour

Who's your favourite fairy tale character? The Wicked Fairy Godmother or the Big Bad Wolf? How
about a wizard, unicorn or dragon? The artist Edward Burne-Jones liked painting fairy tales like
Sleeping Beauty. He was part of a group of artists called the Pre-Raphaelites. Their style of
paintings made these stories look very real. Can you spot Sleeping Beauty in Burne-Jones's
painting called The Rose Bower?

We're going to show you how to create your own fairy tale characters! When you're done you could
put on a play or write a new story to go with your characters.

!

TATE K IDS
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1.  GET  YOUR MATERIALS  READY 2.  MAKE TWO THUMBPRINTS

3.  NEXT,  DRAW TWO EYES  AND
A SMILE

4.  ADD CURVY L INES  FOR THE
LEGS AND DOTS FOR THE TOES

READY TO DRAW A FAIRY TALE?
You will need:

Some ink pads or coloured paints

An apron or old clothes – this is to protect your clothes from getting stained

Plain paper

Colouring pencils (dark blue works well for the characters)

Scissors

LET 'S  START WITH THE FROG PRINCE . . .

Sir Edward Coley Burne-Jones The Rose Bower 1896-1890 The Faringdon Collection Trust
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5.  NEXT ADD THE CROWN 6.  GOOD WORK!  YOU'VE DRAWN
A FROG PRINCE

1.  MAKE THREE  THUMBPRINTS
FOR THE BODY

2.  ADD L INES  FOR ARMS AND
LEGS

3.  DRAW A HEAD AND FACE
HOWEVER YOU L IKE !

4 .  ADD THREE F INGERPRINTS
FOR THE SHIELD AND TWO L INES
TO MAKE A SWORD

TO CREATE THE PRINCE
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5.  DRAW THREE RECTANGLES TO
CREATE A BELT

6.  ALL  DONE AND READY TO
SLAY A DRAGON!

1.  MAKE TWO THUMBPRINTS
FOR THE HEAD AND NECK

2.  ADD AN EYE,  NOSE,  EAR AND
BIG SMILE !

3 .  FOR THE HORN,  DRAW A
STRAIGHT L INE  WITH A CURLY
L INE ON TOP.  THEN ADD SOME
HAIR!

4.  TA-DAH!  YOU'VE DRAWN A
MAGICAL UNICORN

A SPARKLY FAIRY . . . OR A F IERY DRAGON!

TO CREATE A UNICORN

WHY NOT TRY OTHER CHARACTERS . . .
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OR DESIGN A BACKGROUND?

CHOOSE A SCENE FROM YOUR FAVOURITE  FAIRY TALE  OR DES IGN
YOUR OWN!

Illustration by Lucy Noakes

MORE TO EXPLORE

SHOW US YOUR FAIRY TALE !

SHARE 
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Who are the
Pre-

Raphaelites?

"

Make a Wave
Painting

!
Spin

DESKTOP ONLY

#

Quiz: Which
Arty Fruit Are

You?

$
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